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From The Chair
Spring has sprung, the days are getting longer again and the 
temperature is slowly increasing.  Always a good season, I love 
to see nature reawakening after the winter chill and drabness 
and look to the summer ahead and all the driving activities in 
prospect.

This year I have slightly mixed feelings as I will be standing 
down from the role of Chairman after some twelve years.  Other 
things require more of my attention and I think the time is right 
to pass the baton on.  Chris Lacey is also standing down as 
Secretary, having held the position since I moved from being the 
Secretary to Chairman.

The roles are not too onerous as the Committee members are 
very active, with functions being shared by all but we would 
like to see some new faces at least on the Committee if not as 
offi cers.  So please consider offering your services.

You will read elsewhere that the AGM is on Wednesday, 10th 
May at 7.30pm.  A short AGM, with fi sh ‘n chips at £3.00 per 
head and followed by our guest speaker, Sarah Fisk the Driving 
Down Risk Training and Driver Education Manager at the IAM 
Driver Retraining Academy who will tell us about  her role in 
driver rehabilitation.

Response to the Precision Driving session on Saturday �5th 
March was high and the event oversubscribed.  A good time 
was had, with skills learned and polished.  Another session 
will be arranged for later in the year and if you haven’t already 
had a go, please do so, it’s an enjoyable way to learn and skills 
obtained could get you out of a very sticky situation on the road.

Finally, although I will no longer be Chairman, I am remaining 
on the committee and my commitment to KAM will be as full as 
other pressures allow.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in the 
limelight and I know that whoever takes over will enjoy the same 
level of support from the others on the committee as I have had 
and will, I am equally sure, take KAM forward to a bigger and 
even brighter future.
Andrea.
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AGM Wednesday 10 May 2017
The Annual General Meeting of the Kidderminster Advanced Motorist 
Group will be held on 

Wednesday, 10th May �017 at Stourport Memorial Hall.
Doors open 7.00pm for a prompt 7.30pm start!

The AGM Reports will be posted on the KAM website shortly before 
the meeting, enabling the actual AGM to be no more than half-an-hour. 
Audited accounts will be available on the website and in hard copy at the 
meeting.

As a charity we are required by law to have a Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer and these have to be elected on the night. Presently these 
positions are held by:
  Chairman: Andrea Beech.
  Secretary: Christine Lacey.
  Treasurer: Megan Weaver.
The Chairman and Secretary are standing down, whilst the Treasurer is 
prepared to offer herself for re-election.

Other committee posts are held by: Brian Elliott (Chief Observer), Bob 
Fox (Newsletter Editor), Rex Mound, Mark Griffiss, Rich Brewer and Jane 
Mallard. Neville Simpson and Joe Crofts are not standing again this year.

To be considered for any of the Officer positions or to join the committee, 
applicants must have been a full member of the Group for a minimum of 
12 months and in order to stand as an Officer must be nominated and 
seconded by two other full members. The committee reserve the right to 
co-opt members onto the committee at any time. We are really anxious 
to encourage people onto the committee to enable us to put succession 
planning in place. Please give it serious thought and feel free to talk to 
any of the existing committee if you would like further information.

Nominations for each of the Officers must be presented to the committee 
not later than �4th April �017 in readiness for the last committee meeting 
prior to the AGM, thereby enabling preparation of election papers should 
these be required.

This year we have invited guest speaker, Sarah Fisk, the Driving Down 
Risk Training and Driver Education Manager at the IAM Driver Retraining 
Academy who will tell us about  her role in driver rehabilitation.

As we will be ordering food, please confirm your attendance, NOT LATER 
THAN 3rd MAY �017 by email to kidderminsteriam@gmail.com . The 
supper will be subsidised by the Group and will therefore cost just £3 per 
head. Please let us have your names in advance, but you can pay on the 
night.
I look forward to seeing you there.
Andrea Beech
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Better Driving, Pt 6.
Positioning and Cornering

One of the key aspects of advanced driving is to 
always put your vehicle in the best position for you 
to see and be seen, with due regard to safety.  This 
will enable you to gain early vision of developing 
situations which in turn, will enable you to make an 
early decision on how best to manage the situation.  
As part of the communication process, where you 
place your vehicle can give others a clear idea of 
your intentions, further supported by appropriate  
use of your indicators.

Assess the hazards from the horizon, prioritise 
them and place your vehicle accordingly, to the 
nearside, the offside, hold back, stop, or proceed 
through the hazard whilst maintaining a “zone of 
relative safety”. 

Where nearside hazards have been identified, 
positioning your vehicle closer to the centre line 
will improve you view and provide more space in 
which avoiding action can be taken if necessary.  
With parked cars, remember that the closer you are 
when passing, the slower you must drive.  Ideally 
you should leave at least enough room for a door to 
be opened without causing a collision.

When following traffic, always allow a minimum 
of two seconds to elapse between you and the 
vehicle ahead.  “Only a fool breaks the two second 
rule, when the weather is poor at least make it 
four.”  In wet weather, increasing the gap will 
reduce the amount of spray on your windscreen.  
When following high sided vehicles which limit 
your forward vision, hold back, extending the gap 
and enabling you to see ahead of and around that 
vehicle.  Whenever possible, when following goods 
vehicles, position yourself so that you can see the 
cab or door mirrors.

When a following vehicle is persistently too close 
to you, don’t be spooked but ensure that you gently 
increase the gap between you and the vehicle 
ahead thus leaving you plenty of to increase your 
braking distance should it become necessary, 
thus giving the following driver time to react.  At 
the same time, increase your vigilance ahead, 
and to the left and right to enhance your ability to 
anticipate events and react appropriately without 
causing the following driver to panic.

Position yourself well behind slow moving road 
users such as cyclists and equestrians and pass 
them with care, allowing them plenty of space.

The approaching nearside junctions, adopt a 
position towards the crown of the road if it is safe to 
do so.  This will enhance your early vision into the 
junction and that of a vehicle about to turn from that 
junction.

Careful positioning in slow moving or halted 
traffic is very important and, coupled with good 
observational skills can be lifesaving!

Always keep sufficiently far back from the vehicle 
ahead of you to maintain sight of it’s rear tyres and 
some empty tarmac too.  This will allow sufficient 
space for you to pull out and around should the 
need arise.  The bigger the vehicle, the further back 
you should position yourself.

When approaching the rear of a traffic queue 
always, particularly on fast roads and motorways, 
take note of potential “escape” routes, position 
yourself accordingly, make frequent use of mirrors 
and leave several car lengths between you and the 
vehicle ahead until there are several safely stopped 
behind you.  It may then be safe to close up to a 
“tyres and tarmac” position.  

You may recall the mother and three children 
killed on the A34 in �016 by a lorry driver who was 
using his phone.  He ploughed into their car at 50-
55mph, ramming it into the HGV ahead of them 
and crushing it to one third of it’s original size.  
Had the car driver left sufficient space and been 
using the mirrors, the lorry would have been seen 
approaching without slowing and the car could have 
“escaped” via the near or offside.

Assertive positioning may be used in low speed 
situations; for example when negotiating a line 
of parked vehicles which have restricted the 
carriageway width to a point where two cars may 
pass but only by being very close to the stationary 
vehicles and each other, (with the attendant risk of 
clashing door mirrors).  With no opposing traffic at 
the start of the hazard, by positioning yourself in the 
centre of the available carriageway and proceeding 
at a safe speed, any driver approaching from the 



Page 4
Continued from page 3

opposite direction may be encouraged to stop and 
wait for you to pass, rather than force a passage, 
requiring you to move closer to the parked vehicles 
and slow down even more.

Almost 50% of fatal crashes involving drivers 
under 30 years of age occur on bends.  Whilst 
there are several contributory causes, they may 
be summarized as; lack of concentration, lack of 
anticipation, excessive speed, wrong gear, wrong 
position and belated harsh braking and steering. 

The principles of negotiating bends safely are as 
follows;
Correct position on the road - as you approach.
Correct speed for the bend - before you enter.
Correct gear for the speed – before you enter.
Correct acceleration to maintain speed through the 
bend.
ALWAYS be able to stop in the distance which you 
can see to be clear, on your own side of the road.

Braking, changing gear and increasing speed 
on a bend throws the vehicle off balance, putting 
excessive weight onto one tyre and reducing it on 
others.  This leads to skidding and loss of control. 

By observing the road and hazards from the 
furthest point of your vision, noting any and all road 
signs and using the Limit Point Of View as a guide, 
the correct speed for the bend can be decided.

I’ll cover this further in the next edition.

And remember, there is no such thing as a perfect 
drive.
Stay safe at the wheel.
Bob Fox

Fuel’s Gold
The price of fuel goes up and, (somewhat more 
slowly), comes down, a little.  If you are concerned 
about fuel costs after the recent price rises, ask 
yourself these questions next time you are driving. 
What is the delay time between lifting off the 
accelerator and applying the brake? And what 
gears are you using?

You can improve fuel consumption and gain the 
environmental benefits of advanced driving by 
lifting off the accelerator earlier on your approach 
to traffic lights etc, and therefore reducing your 
braking at the end, because you have already lost 
speed.
Acceleration sense is about how you vary your 

foot pressure on the accelerator pedal so you don’t 
have to brake as often or as hard.

Surprisingly to some, one of the pillars of fuel 
efficient driving is accelerating briskly to a safe 
cruising speed and then taking the highest gear.  
The longer you can avoid braking, the more you 
are using the momentum you’ve built up. It means 
thinking a bit further ahead of where you are. Most 
drivers tend to go straight from accelerator to brake 
– and that is when fuel consumption suffers.

Plan your arrival at roundabouts so that you 
decelerate for a longer period in a higher gear. That 
way you may not have to stop by allowing other 
traffic to clear before you get there.

Lastly, think long and hard about that overtake. 
Not only do you have to be entirely sure you can 
get past safely (important, to put it mildly) there is 
also the possibility that you are not gaining much in 
journey time. Advanced driving is all about thinking 
ahead, sometimes further than you can see. 
Bob Fox

A Physicist Writes
This might have affected a few of you; last August it 
was revealed that a “small number” of households 
and businesses, maybe 10,000, had been receiving 
erroneous gas bills, some for up to 15 years!

How so? In most cases, what had happened was 
that an old ‘imperial’ meter measuring gas in cubic 
feet (though actually reading in 100s of cu ft) had 
been replaced by a new one reading cubic metres 
– but the change wasn’t recorded properly by 
the supplier. Or else the consumer had switched 
suppliers, and the wrong type of meter had been 
assumed by the new company.

Now 100 cubic feet = �.83 cubic metres. So these 
gas bills were either nearly three times too high, 
for readings from a metric meter that was assumed 
to be imperial, or nearly three times too low where 
an old one was still in place but was thought to be 
metric.

It seems incredible that in the whole chain of people 
from meter-reader to bill-checker (that’s if there is 
anyone in between, or even the latter person at 
all?) no-one picked up the error, or rather, these 
10,000 errors, sooner. And it’s equally surprising 
that some consumers didn’t complain when their 
bills suddenly increased! They are of course in line 
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for a refund (if not paid already). Whereas the lucky 
fewer who were undercharged won’t have to pay 
the difference...

By the way, measuring the volume of gas is only the 
first step in calculating your bill: next a ‘correction’ 
is made for temperature and pressure (though as 
it’s the same adjustment for everyone, and at all 
times of year, I don’t quite see the point). Then the 
figure is multiplied by the energy per unit volume, 
or calorific value, of the gas – that’s to say, the 
average value for the gas you have been supplied 
with. (But how do they know what this is? Your 
‘supplier’ could be at the other end of the country, 
hence not pumping into the network any of the 
actual gas you were burning.)
The calculation produces the amount of energy 
you have supposedly consumed, and then finally 
this is converted into kilowatt-hours: an absurd unit 
for gas, except that when you compare its price 
with that of the same unit of electricity-energy, you 
can see immediately that gas is around four times 
cheaper!

But let’s return to the subject of confusion between 
imperial and metric units: as I said, sometimes 
the lesson to avoid this has to be learnt the hard 
way. In 1999, after a nine-month voyage, the 
NASA spacecraft Mars Climate Orbiter arrived 
at its destination, and was steered into orbit. 
Unfortunately, one part of the control system 
calculated the necessary thrust in pounds, but 
another part assumed it was in newtons (the metric 
unit). The Orbiter orbited all right, but much too 
close to Mars, burning up in its atmosphere. As did 
the $3�8m mission cost.

An Air Canada internal flight in 1983 could have 
ended even more disastrously: the airline had just 
switched from pounds to kilograms for calculating 
the fuel needed for each journey – but the ground 
crew for this flight took the figure to be in pounds 
still, and so less than half the amount of fuel was 
loaded. Also, the on-board fuel gauge had failed 
(really!). When the engines suddenly stopped, by 
good fortune the pilot was able to glide the aircraft 
down to a nearby airfield.

Closer to home, in fact surrounding you whenever 
you drive, are codes in the format �05/55R16. They 
are of course the markings on your tyres. Don’t 
ask me why, but the �05 is the width of the tyre in 
millimetres, whereas the 16 is the diameter of the 
wheel-rim in inches. You might think that this too 
could be some sort of recipe for disaster, though I 
haven’t come across an example of it. 

Continued from page 4

But here’s another sorry story, of a different sort 
of mix-up though again about fuel, which I heard 
privately rather than via the media: someone 
agreed to look after his friends’ car during their 
holiday (after dropping them off at the airport). On 
his way to meet the return flight, in their car, he did 
the decent thing and filled the tank for them. Alas, 
he put in petrol, whereas the engine would have 
much preferred diesel...

I can’t resist mentioning a report from �016 
that tempted me to think that my columns are 
read in high(ish) places. The RAC Foundation 
commissioned some research on permanent 
average-speed cameras to find out (a) how 
widespread and (b) how effective they were. The 
answer to the first question was that they covered 
(at the time) already more than �50 miles of UK 
roads, over distances ranging widely from a fraction 
of a mile up to 98 miles – this extraordinarily long 
stretch being on the A9 in Scotland.

As for their effectiveness, it was demonstrated 
beyond doubt that accident rates (particularly for 
fatal and serious collisions) had fallen sharply 
wherever the cameras were installed! So let me just 
quote what I wrote here more than ten years ago: 
“What’s needed is a pair of linked cameras at each 
end of any road where there is a speeding problem, 
so that when a number-plate was recognized as 
having travelled from one end to the other too 
quickly (in relation to the speed limit), a penalty 
would be automatic.” Admittedly I was thinking more 
about how speed humps might be done away with, 
but it’s nice to see that my solution was a good one.

Something else I advocated in �006 was aiming to 
maintain a constant speed when in a slow queue of 
traffic, rather than matching the stop/start behaviour 
of the vehicle ahead. Hence I was pleased last year 
to catch up with research (over a long period) by 
an American motorist with scientific inclinations: 
on congested multi-lane highways, he had found 
that he could smooth out the disruptive flow in his 
lane for a long way behind, in comparison with the 
other lanes (and as viewed in his rear mirror from 
the crest of a hill), by adopting a steady speed and 
creating a decent gap in front, which meant that he 
rarely had to brake.

There are other advantages too in driving in this 
manner, for you and everyone around you. So take 
a look at the man’s website, www.trafficwaves.
org, and spread the benefits!
Peter Soul
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Test Pass
Member   Observer
Rosemary Illidge (F1rst)      Clive Tong

Rosemary passed her test a few months ago but 
was disappointed that she didn’t get a F1rst so 
carried on practicing and took it again.
Many congratulations.  
Bob Fox.
Editor.

Editor’s Note.
I have changed my email address as you will see 
in the “Who’s Who in KAM” below.

Bob Fox.

Off Road Parking - a visual guide
How not to do it!

Seen in a field off the A456 and 
contributed by Jane Mallard

DRIVE SUNDAYS, first Sunday of each month, 
10.30am, The Lock Inn car park at Wolverley, DY10 3RN  members and non-members, all welcome.

Copy deadline for next edition of driveway - 28 June 2017


