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Issue: 179 Summer 2015

From The Chair
Our 16th AGM took place on 20 May and the Minutes are
available for perusal on our website. For the first time,
we provided a subsidised supper this year which drew
in a few more faces! In my report, I ran through our past
twelve months and also outlined my aims and objectives
for the Group for 2015/16. I identified three aims and
three possible ways of achieving them and would like to
repeat these here as I think they are vital to the healthy
growth and future for KAM.
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Aims
To increase the number of IMI National and Local
Observers
To increase our Observer teams
To increase the number of Associates
Simple Solutions
Each of our present Observers to take either the IMI
National or Local Observer test – this will be compulsory
by 2018 anyway, so why not do it now? Any questions,
simply email Brian Elliott who has qualified as our Local
Observer Assessor.
Each Observer to be on the look-out for Associates who
could be possible Observer material and to discuss this
with them post-test.
Everyone who passes the IAM test (100% over the past
12 months!) to promise themselves to enrol just one new
member from amongst their family and friends.
Each and every one of us can help achieve at least one
of the above aims so please keep these objectives and
solutions in mind throughout the coming year and help our
group to continue to flourish and to maintain it’s extremely
successful past 12 months.
Finally, I would like to publicly thank Joe Crofts, who has
announced his retirement from the Committee and as
Observer Team Leader after 26 years with no fails. He
has been a great support to me and KAM, as well as to all
the Associates he has observed. Thank-you Joe, we shall
miss you.
Andrea.
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A Physicist Writes
Last month Mrs S and I experienced a couple of
natural events, as you might call them, on roads in
North Hants (though they needn’t have happened
to us there, particularly). On the first occasion I was
driving from Hartley Wintney towards Reading on
the B3011, just after dark. I can see now from the
map that the road soon passes through Hazeley
Heath, which is partly woodland.

below a layer of cloud, alas. If there had been a
clear sky, from this part of the country we would
have observed barely 15% of the sun’s area left
uncovered by the moon, and the drop in general
light level would have been striking. But the normal
brightness under cloud can vary widely, and so it
seemed like just a dull morning!

Let’s get back to motoring: I’m still puzzling over
something that I reported here
In the headlights I detected a
last July, namely that switching
couple of animals crossing, some
“Then suddenly they
on cruise control can significantly
way ahead, and so I braked
were
all
around
us,
reduce your level of concentration
gently. Then suddenly they were
on all aspects of driving, as well
all around us, perhaps a dozen of
perhaps a dozen
as (or because of?) making you
them, streaking across the road
of them, streaking
feel more tired. This had been
as fast as we were rolling along it,
across
the
road
as
demonstrated in France, in
or so it seemed. As you will have
experiments on 90 people in a
guessed, they were deer – and the
fast as we were
driving simulator. The first puzzle
large variety. I have no idea how
rolling along it..”
is that I can’t uncover any previous
we missed them all (or vice versa).
such investigations, yet you would
You could say that if I had braked
think that the effects of cruise
harder, this would inevitably have
control
on
driving
performance would have been
put us on a collision course with one or more.
tested and monitored fairly extensively, over its long
lifetime.
Certainly I didn’t remember spotting a red-triangle
sign warning of deer, either then or on previous
(I’ve read that cruise control in its modern form
journeys that way. But I wanted to check, so back
was devised in 1948 by an inventor and engineer,
home I started to track the road in Google Street
in frustration at being driven in a car by his lawyer,
View... and there was the sign, barely out of Hartley
who kept speeding up and slowing down as he
Wintney. Moral: even if you think you notice every
talked.)
sign you pass, notice harder! I can only suppose
that as I had never (I think) seen deer on or near
A second question is this: if
any road before, my brain had
regulating my own speed is better
given up registering the warning.
“.....switching on
than letting cruise control to do it
But then, what could I have done in
for me -- presumably because I
these circumstances even if I had
cruise control
then stay more focused on what’s
taken it in?
can significantly
happening around me – what about
(I wonder if I risk becoming
reduce your level
the other self-controlling systems in
similarly blind to horse-and-rider
my car, such as auto-wipers, autored triangles, because when I
of concentration
lights and even the auto-gears?
encounter horses on the road, it’s
on all aspects of
Should I stop using these too? Are
rarely near a sign. Probably the
driving.....”
they all inducing me to relax and
reason for this is that they tend
take my attention off the road?
to be placed at exits from stables
and bridle-paths, logically enough I
I suppose I could try to assess their effects on me
suppose – whereas you’re much more likely to see
somehow. But I’m not going to test cruise control on
a horse somewhere else on its outing.)
myself, after what I’ve read and reported! Perhaps
readers who do use it would like to comment...
The second natural event was a distinct anticlimax
Peter Soul
for us: the eclipse of the sun on 20 March reached
its maximum while we were driving south, but
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CEWW, The Forum

Avoid a Ruck With a Truck

As you know, KAM comes under the umbrella of the
Central England & Wales (West) Forum, previously
Region 3 (a name which still flows so much more
easily!). At the CEWW AGM in April, the Forum
failed to secure nominations for the posts of
Secretary or Treasurer, the present incumbents
of which have now resigned. As with KAM itself,
these Officers, together with that of Chairman, are
ESSENTIAL under the Charity Commission rules.

All lorries based within the EU are restricted to
driving at 56mph; so their speed is relatively
predictable. Driving at 50mph in a lane to the right
of a truck may obstruct a driver trying to keep to
a tight delivery timetable and needing to make
progress at 56mph.

The AGM should be adjourned until the next
meeting, 19th September 2015 and if the two
officers cannot be found at that meeting, the Forum
will fold in its present format. The only option open
to us then would be to have just two meetings each
year, paid for and run by IAM Chiswick. This is not,
and never has been, the aim of the Forum. The
Forum was instigating to be run BY THE GROUPS
AND FOR THE GROUPS and IAM Chiswick are
invited guests at each forum meeting to enable
information to flow between the groups and head
office.
The Forum “Committee” are therefore turning
to every IAM member in the region seeking
volunteers. If you would like to put you name
forward – or know someone who would, please
contact the Forum via the existing Chairman, Neil
Atkins at neil@atkinsassociates.co.uk Full help and
support will be given!
Andrea

Left-hand-drive lorries on UK roads have very little
visibility to their right – the blind spot can be quite
big. Foreign trucks can be identified by their lack
of an amber-coloured UK plate, so if a lorry ahead
of you has no amber plate, it’s foreign. The truck
driver can see much further ahead of you but less
on either side of him. So take extra care when
overtaking. If you cannot see the driver’s face in his
door mirror the driver will be unable to see you.
Look out for the pattern of mirrors on a lorry – lefthand-drive lorries will usually have a mirror pointing
downwards on the right-hand side which means you
can identify them more easily (UK trucks have this
mirror on the left.)
Try to allow an additional lane when passing lorries
(e.g. go into the third lane and not just the second
lane.) This means you will be less likely to be “side
swiped” by a truck driver who didn’t see you. Trucks
tend to create a lot of wind effect in front of and
behind them causing passing vehicles to be blown
around and this avoids that problem as well.
Avoid making last minute manoeuvres and leave
plenty of room between you and the lorry to avoid
any sudden collisions. Remember, trucks cannot
react in the same way as a car can – give them
space.

NPAS Visit
At long last, we finally made it to
the National Police Air Service at
Halfpenny Green. We had a most
interesting evening, thanks to Andy
Hood – our guide. In spite of the
helicopter having been summoned
to Cardiff later that evening, Andy
gave us a thorough insight in the
workings of NPAS which was very
enlightening. As a number of KAM
members were unable to make
this date, we will be trying to put a
second visit in place for later in the
year, probably September/October,
so watch this space.
Andrea

The Next Level
Congratulations to Brian Elliott who has achieved a
Distinction in his Masters Test. This is the highest
standard of driving test outside of the emergency
services and requires a huge amount of dedication,
determination and skill to be successful. To achieve a
Distinction at such level truly amazing and we are all
very proud of Brian. He is seen here being presented
with his very handsome certificate by Rod Reynolds
from the Saver Roads Partnership, who was our guest
speaker at the AGM.
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Brian has set the bar high to those who follow, but
following they are, with Bob Fox presently under
guidance for his Masters. We wish Bob every
success. Both Brian and Bob are extremely grateful
to Bob Chambers, one of the local IAM examiners,
known to many of you, who acted as Mentor to Brian and is presently aiding and abetting Bob.
Motorway Driving – Be Prepared
Six out of ten deaths on motorways involve a
stationary vehicle so breaking down is a very high
risk. Here are seven tips to guide you through the
process.
1.
Always be prepared – keep a high visibility
jacket, something waterproof and a charged mobile
phone in your vehicle.
2.
Don’t press on if you feel your car has a
problem; pull over onto the hard shoulder and park
as far left as possible to avoid slowing down traffic
behind you.
3.
Always turn on your hazard warning lights to
let other road users know you are slowing down
and pulling over.
4.
Never attempt to repair the problem yourself.
Ideally, call motorway control using a roadside
phone and then contact your breakdown company.
5.
You should always call for help using an
emergency roadside telephone. The distance to
the nearest phone is marked on a sign on the hard
shoulder. Never cross the carriageway to get to
a phone on the other side. The operator will have
already picked up your location if you use this
phone.
6.
Make sure you and any passengers leave
your vehicle by the left-hand door – never wait
inside the vehicle until help arrives. Stay behind

a barrier or up the embankment. If you feel
threatened leave the nearside door open.
7.
SMART motorways, i.e. those with Active
Traffic Management systems, use the hard shoulder
as an extra lane to give you more capacity on the
motorway. If your car develops a problem on this
type of motorway, leave at the next exit, or pull into
a motorway service area. If you would like further
advice on how to cope with a breakdown on a
SMART motorway please refer to page nine of the
Highways England driver booklet.
Whilst breakdowns sometimes cannot be avoided,
the effect of them can be made as painless as
possible. If you prepare for every eventuality,
you can avoid the experience becoming too
inconvenient and be on your way before too long.
IAM Advice.

Wyre Forest Dial-a-Ride
Can you spare a half-a-day a week to help the
Wyre Forest Dial-a-Ride scheme? Drivers need to
hold a D1 licence and will receive tuition on how to
use the wheelchair clamps etc. Also required, are
Driver Assistants (who don’t need the D1 licence).
Further information from Peter or Stephanie
Ainsley p.ainsley@blueyonder.co.uk or s.ainsley@

blueyonder.co.uk
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My Car, My Living Room

Road Safety

IAM chief executive officer Sarah Sillars, has
warned that car manufacturers are building hightech distractions into their new vehicles and have
made interiors too comfortable. She said that
efforts to reduce distraction factors for motorists are
being undone by the relentless pace of technology
and eagerness of car makers to pack more gadgets
onto dashboards.

2,156 people took part in an IAM survey during
March 2015. The main gripe amongst respondents
were about reducing the number of potholes should
be the government’s number one action point, with
70 per cent of respondents voting for this. The
backlog of repairs now tops £12 billion according to
the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA).

The main areas of concern were highly
sophisticated satellite-navigation and GPS
systems, smartphones that mirror tablets and easy
connectivity of internet and social media.
The IAM has suggested that drivers should be
restricted from using certain non-essential forms
of technology while the vehicle is in motion, and
car makers should not introduce any technological
development which takes the driver’s attention off
the road for longer than two seconds.
US Federal data figures showed in 2011 that
accidents involving a distracted driver killed 3,331
people and injured another 387,000. For younger
drivers the problem is worse. Car crashes are the
main cause of death of teenagers (as it is for all
people aged between five and 34), and a quarter of
all teen-driving crashes in the US are attributed to
distracted driving.
Sarah said: “We cannot allow the same trends
in the USA to happen here. While car makers
work constantly to incorporate active and passive
safety features into vehicles, making us safer than
ever before, they are also guilty of making us too
comfortable and making us feel more cosseted
– like we were in our own living rooms.”
Sarah concluded: “Technology could be a great
way of helping to cut the numbers of people killed
and seriously injured on our roads. It would be a
tragedy if technology became a reason why more,
rather than less, people lose their lives.”
IAM Press Release.

The AIA also said at the end of March that money
spent on filling 2.7 million potholes in the past year
had been “wasted.”
The next biggest concern for road users was that of
general road maintenance, with more than 64 per
cent of those surveyed stating this needed more
attention.
Third in the list was reducing the number of road
accidents and casualties for all age groups, with
52 per cent of respondents saying it should be a
greater government concern. Road crashes still cost
the UK economy £15.6 billion every year.
According to the Department for Transport the
number of those killed or seriously injured on UK
roads has increased by 4 per cent as of September
2014 in comparison to 2013 (reference 3).
The fourth aspect of motoring life respondents
wanted to see changed was the current driving test.
The survey revealed over 41 per cent of motorists
thought the UK driving test is not fit for purpose
and would like to see the government make it more
relevant to today’s driving landscape.
As part of the IAM’s key road safety goals,
embracing changes to the driver training system
can help reduce new driver risk in the first six
months of solo driving. The IAM manifesto
advocates the delivery of theory and hazard
perception tests in education establishments, a
practical test that includes high speed roads and a
graduated licencing system that ensures all new
drivers undertake a minimum learning period prior
to taking the practical test.
And rounding out the top five, respondents wanted
to see an increase in sentences for those guilty
of serious motoring offences, with 39 per cent of
people wanting to see this happen.
IAM Press release.

A Little Light Relief

New Members
Julia Braithwaite
Stourbridge
Huw Gregory		
Bewdley
Welcome to the Group. I hope that you enjoy the
experience.
And also to;
Chris Templar		
Penn
Who has transferred to KAM from Wolverhampton
Group.
Welcome.
Bob Fox
Editor.

Test Passes
No tests undertaken sine the previous edition.
Bob Fox
Editor.

DRIVE SUNDAYS, first Sunday of each month,
10.30am, The Lock Inn car park at Wolverley, DY10 3RN members and non-members, all welcome.

Copy deadline for next edition of Driveway - 25 August 2015
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